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social service and job training programs as
part of the support necessary to create a one-
stop, metropolitan area-wide fair housing op-
portunity pilot program that will effectively
offer Federally assisted housing, Federally
insured housing, and private market housing
within a metropolitan area to all residents of
the area. The pilot program should call upon
realtors, mortgage lenders, housing provid-
ers, and local governments, among others, to
assist in expanding housing choices.

To address the findings of recent studies,
I hereby direct the Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development and the Attorney Gen-
eral and, where appropriate, the heads of the
Federal banking agencies to exercise national
leadership to end discrimination in mortgage
lending, the secondary mortgage market, and
property insurance practices. The Secretary
is directed to issue regulations to define dis-
criminatory practices in these areas and the
Secretary and the Attorney General are di-
rected to aggressively enforce the laws pro-
hibiting these practices.

In each of these areas, I direct the Sec-
retary of Housing and Urban Development
to take the lead with the other Federal agen-
cies in working to gain the voluntary coopera-
tion, participation, and expertise of all of
those in private industry, the States and local-
ities who can assist in achieving the Nation’s
fair housing goals.

The Secretary of Housing and Urban De-
velopment is authorized and directed to pub-
lish this memorandum in the Federal Reg-
ister.

William J. Clinton

Remarks on the Los Angeles
Earthquake and an Exchange With
Reporters
January 17, 1994

The President. Good afternoon. As all of
you know, this morning at dawn a violent
earthquake struck southern California near
Los Angeles. Because it occurred in a densely
populated area, it was an unusually destruc-
tive one. We have all seen today on our own
televisions the buildings that have collapsed,
the freeways turned into rubble. The power
has been cut off and gas mains have exploded

and, most tragically, many people have been
injured and several lives have already been
lost.

Due to the damage caused by the earth-
quake, I have, by signing the document that
I will sign at the end of this statement, de-
clared these areas of California to be a major
disaster, thereby authorizing the expendi-
tures of funds necessary for Federal disaster
assistance that is requested by Governor Wil-
son.

This program will include, among other
things, low-interest loans to replace homes
and businesses, cash grants where needed,
housing assistance, energy unemployment,
emergency unemployment assistance, and
funds to rebuild the highways, the schools,
and other infrastructure.

At my direction, the Director of FEMA,
James Lee Witt, is now on his way to Califor-
nia, along with Secretary of Transportation
Peña and Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development Cisneros. In addition, I have
directed some senior White House staff to
the scene as well. Our hearts and prayers go
out to the people of southern California. I
spoke early this morning with Mayor Riordan
and then with Governor Wilson and wished
them well and pledged to them that the
United States Government would do all that
we possibly can to be helpful. They were,
obviously, appreciative, and we are glad that
James Lee Witt, as well as our Cabinet Sec-
retaries, were on their way to the scene.

The people of southern California have
been through a lot recently with the fires.
The economy of the State of California has
suffered enormous stresses in the last few
years, and I think all of us should be very
sensitive to what they are going through now.
I know the rest of America will offer them
their thoughts and their prayers tonight and
will support our common efforts to help
them to recover from this tragedy and to get
on with the business of rebuilding their lives.

The assistance here will be short-term to
help people get through the next few days,
but there will also be long-term work to be
done, and we expect to be involved as full
partners in that.

Again, let me say I wish the Mayor, the
Governor, the people of California well. We
are looking forward to working with them.
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I have had the opportunity to speak with both
Senator Boxer and Senator Feinstein today,
and I am confident that everybody is doing
everything they can. I am going to be here
basically waiting for reports today and tomor-
row as we assess what our next steps should
be. Let me sign the document for disaster
declaration, and then I will answer a few
questions.

[At this point, the President signed the dec-
laration.]

Q. Mr. President, when you say that this
will be short-term assistance, any idea how
much money this is going to cost the Federal
Government in the short term as well as in
the long term? Will you be going back to
Congress seeking emergency assistance?

The President. I don’t know. We have got
to wait until we get some sense of how much
money is involved. The most expensive thing
I know about now would obviously be the
three freeways. And any of you who have
ever—and I guess all of you, certainly with
me and probably on your own, have been
on those freeways in times of difficult traffic
know how pivotal that’s going to be to restor-
ing the economic capacity of the people of
southern California. They depend heavily on
those freeways; and then with that many,
with three of them severely damaged, I
would imagine that would be the most urgent
and most expensive need that we know about
now. Now, of course, there may be other
things and I have to get a report. Again, I
expect to be getting reports on this all
through tomorrow.

Q. Mr. President, are you considering
going out there yourself to look at the dam-
age?

The President. Yes. As you know, I went
to the flooded areas in the Middle West and
I went—I basically like to take a firsthand
view of these things, but I don’t want to be
in the way. When I go, I want to be a con-
structive presence. And we’ve got Mr. Witt
out there. We’ve got Secretary Cisneros and
Secretary Peña out there. We’ve got people
from my staff out there. I think it’s important
that I not go out there and get in the way.
So, I don’t know when it would be appro-
priate for me to go. I’m going to wait until

I get some feedback from the folks on the
ground there. They’ve got enough of a traffic
jam with those three interstates messed up
as it is.

Q. Mr. President, what went through your
mind this morning when you first were told
about this earthquake? We understand you
called your brother right away.

The President. Well, the first thing, I
guess I was a citizen first. The first thing I
did was pick up the phone and call my broth-
er, because I knew that he lived very close
to the epicenter of the earthquake. And I
called him probably at 5:15 a.m. their time,
so it was maybe 35 minutes or 40 minutes
after the earthquake had occurred. He was
fine. He said they’d suffered some significant
disruption in movement there in his apart-
ment, but they didn’t have any significant
loss. So I felt good about that.

And then I tried to get another report, and
then I started calling folks in California in
a more official capacity. But, of course, like
all of you, I was able to watch it all unfold
on television. It was really something.

Q. Mr. President, do you anticipate a need
to activate Federal troops——

The President. If we need to do it, we
can. We are organized to do it. But again,
I want to wait until I get a report back from
Mr. Witt after he talks to the Mayor and the
Governor and others involved out there.
We’ve had a pretty good record of—you
know, we’ve had experience working with the
folks in that area. Ironically, you know, we’ve
got some sites that were made available for
emergency aid during the fires that could still
be activated rather quickly. I mean, our folks
are in place there and the contingencies that
they need to think through, I think, have
pretty well been thought through. So, we
should be able to give you a much better
report tomorrow sometime.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:07 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.
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Letter to Federal Emergency
Management Agency Director James
L. Witt on Disaster Assistance for
California
January 17, 1994

Dear Mr. Witt:
I have determined that the damage in cer-

tain areas of the State of California, resulting
from an earthquake and aftershocks on Janu-
ary 17, 1994, and continuing, is of sufficient
severity and magnitude to warrant a major
disaster declaration under the Robert T. Staf-
ford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assist-
ance Act (‘‘the Stafford Act’’). I, therefore,
declare that such a major disaster exists in
the State of California.

In order to provide Federal assistance, you
are hereby authorized to allocate from funds
available for these purposes, such amounts
as you find necessary for Federal disaster as-
sistance and administrative expenses.

You are authorized to provide Individual
Assistance and Public Assistance in the des-
ignated areas. Consistent with the require-
ment that Federal assistance be supple-
mental, any Federal funds provided under
the Stafford Act for Public Assistance will be
limited to 75 percent of the total eligible
costs except for direct Federal assistance
costs for emergency work authorized at 100
percent Federal funding for the first 72
hours.

Sincerely,
Bill Clinton

NOTE: This letter was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary but was not issued as
a White House press release.

Executive Order 12891—Advisory
Committee on Human Radiation
Experiments
January 15, 1994

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, it is hereby or-
dered as follows:

Section 1. Establishment. (a) There shall
be established an Advisory Committee on
Human Radiation Experiments (the ‘‘Advi-
sory Committee’’ or ‘‘Committee’’). The Ad-

visory Committee shall be composed of not
more than 15 members to be appointed or
designated by the President. The Advisory
Committee shall comply with the Federal
Advisory Committee Act, as amended, 5
U.S.C. App. 2.

(b) The President shall designate a Chair-
person from among the members of the Ad-
visory Committee.

Sec. 2. Functions. (a) There has been es-
tablished a Human Radiation Interagency
Working Group, the members of which in-
clude the Secretary of Energy, the Secretary
of Defense, the Secretary of Health and
Human Services, the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs, the Attorney General, the Adminis-
trator of the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration, the Director of Central In-
telligence, and the Director of the Office of
Management and Budget. As set forth in
paragraph (b) of this section, the Advisory
Committee shall provide to the Human Radi-
ation Interagency Working Group advice and
recommendations on the ethical and sci-
entific standards applicable to human radi-
ation experiments carried out or sponsored
by the United States Government. As used
herein, ‘‘human radiation experiments’’
means:

(1) experiments on individuals involving
intentional exposure to ionizing radi-
ation. This category does not include
common and routine clinical practices,
such as established diagnosis and treat-
ment methods, involving incidental ex-
posures to ionizing radiation;

(2) experiments involving intentional envi-
ronmental releases of radiation that (A)
were designed to test human health ef-
fects of ionizing radiation; or (B) were
designed to test the extent of human ex-
posure to ionizing radiation.

Consistent with the provisions set forth in
paragraph (b) of this section, the Advisory
Committee shall also provide advice, infor-
mation, and recommendations on the follow-
ing experiments:

(1) the experiment into the atmospheric
diffusion of radioactive gases and test of
detectability, commonly referred to as
‘‘the Green Run test,’’ by the former
Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) and
the Air Force in December 1949 at the
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